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Assessment Information for 2008 
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) mandated  from the state this year is 2.3%.  Taxable Values on properties will increase by that amount for 
taxing purposes next year. Taxable Value is the basis for your property taxes.  This will be calculated using the inflation rate of 1.023 for the 
2007 capped value.  Properties that have been uncapped as a result of a sale may see a higher increase in taxable value as well as properties for 
which there is new construction. The assessed value, however, is not the value that is multiplied by the millage rate to establish taxes.  As-
sessed value in many cases will decrease due to the decline in the residential home sales but taxable values may increase 2.3% if it is still 
lower than the assessed value.  Vacant land sales in the Township have increased in value.  Your change notice will be sent out in February 
2008.  Please review your change notice when you receive it and if you have questions or concerns please contact me at the Township office.  
Remember, it is taxable value that is used to compute tax bills.  
Homestead Exemption is also indicated on the change notice.  You should check your notice at the center bottom for the number that can 
range from 0 to 100%.  To receive 100% property exemption you must own and occupy your residence.  All homeowners for newly con-
structed homes must file an exemption form with their local government and occupy the home by May 1st to receive the exemption.   
The forms are available at the Township office.  If you believe yours is incorrect, please contact the office immediately. 
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              Please be aware that Winter 2007 property taxes are due by 5:00 PM on Thursday, February 14th, 2008.  On that day, the Treasury 
Department will have extended hours from 9:00am to 5:00pm. Regular office hours are 10:00am to 4:00pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays, and 1:00pm to 7:00pm on Wednesdays.  The office is closed on Mondays. There will also be extended hours on Friday, December 
28th, from 9:00am to 5:00pm so that interested taxpayers may get their payments in during 2007. 
              Tax payments may be sent by mail or left in the bronze drop box beneath the bulletin board near the front entry of the township 
hall, however, they need to actually arrive in the office in order to be processed – postmarks cannot be accepted as a payment date.  
Payments left in the drop box should be made by check and include the stub from the bottom of the tax bill. Residents should not leave 
cash in the drop box.   
              Payments that are in the drop box by the start of business (10:00am) on Friday, February 15th will be considered to have arrived on 
February 14th.   Likewise, payments in the drop box by the start of business (1:00pm) on January 2nd will be considered to have arrived by 
December 31st.  All taxpayers who pay by mail or in the drop box will receive an official property tax receipt by return mail. 
              Taxes that are not paid by February 14th will be charged a 3% penalty.  Late payments will be accepted at the township until 
4:00pm on Friday, February 29th.  Any summer or winter taxes that are still unpaid on March 1, 2008 must be turned over to the Ingham 
County Treasurer for collection, which involves additional fees for the taxpayer.    
              Taxpayers who have mortgage escrow accounts will receive a receipt by mail as soon as the mortgage company pays the tax bill. 
Those who have not received a receipt by February 13th should call the Williamstown township office at (517) 655-3193 and request pay-
ment status.�
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Williamstown Township Historical Committee 
At this time the Williamstown Township Historical Committee has two on-going projects. One is the restoration of 
the Branch School and the second is the compilation and photographing of the pre-1900 houses in the Township. 
Within the next few weeks, Township residents living in these historical houses, will receive a letter and question-
naire regarding their homes and the assurance that their property will not be put on public display. It is the com-
mittee’s hope that all residents will complete the questionnaire and help us preserve the history of these lovely 
dwellings. 
The restoration of the Branch School continues. The Shagbark Questers of Williamston has taken an interest in this 
project and members spent several hours cleaning the building. Although the building looks unchanged as one 
drives by, a new roof has been added, windows replaced, interior doors repaired, the false ceiling removed and the 
original ceiling repaired. Plans have been drawn up for a bell tower and replacement of the structure in the rear of 
the building, which was added in 1950. Work will continue this fall  with completion scheduled for next year. 
Under the direction of Clay Braden, school desks, slates, blackboard, stoves and other memorabilia have been ob-
tained and catalogued. The Committee continues to seek interviews and information from teachers and students of 
Branch School. Anyone with information on the history of the school, students or teachers, or anyone with one-
room school related items you wish to donate, please contact Tom Johnson at 655-1030 or Clay Braden at 349-
0163. 

FOR SALE 
 

The Township has the following items available: Please call 655-3193 for more information                                         
 John Deere 525 front end mowing tractor                                                              Sharp AR405 digital imager (copier, printer) $200. 
With a 48” cutting deck. $500                           



 
The Planning Commission recently held two workshops to help educate themselves and community members on issues that have seen a 
lot of interest in the past year.  One is the growth of LEED certified buildings within the state.  LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design) standards have existed for Commercial Buildings since 2000 and have just been set for Residential Buildings.  LEED 
standards for New Development are currently in the pilot stage.  Grand Rapids has been recognized as one of the top cities in the Nation 
for LEED Certified Buildings and Lansing is looking at ways to encourage more LEED Certified buildings.  To learn more about the 
LEED Certification process you may visit the USGBC (United States Green Building Council) website at USGBC.org   The second work-
shop focused on the development of Trails and Greenways within Michigan and specifically the Greater Lansing Area and the desire to 
promote alternative means of transportation.  Trails are the No. 1 amenity potential homeowners cite when asked what they would like to 
see in a new community, according to the National Association of Home Builders.  The Township will be working on applying for a grant 
through MDOT to construct a path along the Grand River Corridor. 
The Planning Commission welcomes your input and holds their meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:30.�
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Plans are underway for construction of a 
columbarium at Summit Cemetery.   (A 
columbarium is a memorial wall with niches 
to receive cremains of the dead.)  With the in-
creasing demand for cremations it is felt that 
there is a need in the community for such a 
memorial.  Many cemeteries now have colum-
bariums.   
            The board determined that the best site 
for the columbarium is at the crest of the hill 
at Summit.  This location required demolition 
of the old storage building which was done in 
October.  Construction of the columbarium is 
scheduled for the spring of ’08.   
            An artist’s concept of the columbar-
ium is on display at the township office as 
well as niches, urns and memorial plaques 
that will be part of the columbarium.  Addi-
tional details regarding availability and cost of 
niches will be forthcoming as plans for con-
struction are finalized.  The board is also con-
sidering solicitation of donations for memori-
als on the grounds of the columbarium, i.e. 
trees, benches, etc.     
            Greg Lemmer, Cemetary Board 
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TOWNSHIP BOARD (ELECTED) 
Supervisor - Mickey Martin  
Clerk - Howard Dahlstrom  
Treasurer - Janet Eyster  
Trustee - Martin Wright   
Trustee - Frans Wilbrink 
Trustee - Rick Williams 
Trustee - Robert Hayes 
Code enforcement - Mark Miller? 

HIRED STAFF 
Building Inspector - Mark Miller 
Supervisor Asst - Michelle Morse 
Caretaker- Benjamin Moline                                 
Sexton/Maintenance- Mark Tabor  
APPOINTED POSITIONS  
Deputy Clerk - Bob Cwiertniewicz 
Deputy Treasurer- Lori Hurst 
PLANNING COMMISSION  
Michael Fielek- Chair 
Rex LaMore- Vice Chair 
Gerald Eidt- Secy  
Wanda Bloomquist- Planning Asst 
Ronald Cook 
Ger Schultink 
Rutgar Hoag 
Rod Imhoff 
Martin Wright, Twp. Board Rep.  

BOARD OF REVIEW 
Gerald Eidt 
Kurt Guter 
Edward Timm 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
Michael Fielek- Chair 
Dali Giese 
Dan Kraft 
Kurt Guter 
Mickey Martin, Supervisor 
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF APPEALS 
Aage Jensen 
Stephen Patoprsky 
Mark Stevens 
CABLE COMMISSION 
Marv Thompson, Chair 
Norma Johnston 
Ivonne Key 
Kurt Guter 
Nancy Williams 
Rick Williams, Twp. Board Rep 
NIESA REPRESENTATIVES 
Ronald Wiegandt, Alternate Twp. Rep. 
Frans Wilbrink, Twp. Board Rep. 
CEMETERY COMMITTEE 
Greg Lammers– Chair 
Andy Andersen- Member at Large 
Bob Hanna– Williamston City Rep 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Jerry Fulcher - Chair 
Betty Challis 
Christine Nilsson 
Jan Morris 
Tom Trepky 
Frans Wilbrink, Twp. Board Rep. 
 

TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATION COMM. 
John McLaughlin- Chair 
Richard Kill 
Terry Monahan 
Mickey Martin, Twp. Board Rep. 
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 
Tom Johnson– Chair 
Rutger Hoag 
Steve Eyke 
Clay Braden 
Conrad Bappert 
Ann Campbell 
Frans Wilbrink, Twp. Board Rep. 
 

COMPENSATION COMMISSION 
Wilbur McNinch- Chair 
Dave Robinson- Secy 
Ethel Andersen 
Andy Sheets 
Sally Martin Stewart 

REPRESENTING OUR TOWNSHIP   
 

 
United States Senator                                     Debbie Stabenow (D)        web:       stabenow.senate.gov                            203-1760 
United States Representative  (Dist 8)            Mike Rogers (R)                web:       www.mikerogers.house.gov                 702-8000 
Michigan State Senator (Dist 23)                    Gretchen Whitmer(D)         web:       sengwhitmer@senate.michigan.gov     373-5397 
Michigan State Rep. (Dist 67)                          Barb Byrum (D)                 e-mail:    barbbyrum@house.mi.gov                   373-0587 
Michigan State Rep. (Dist 69)                          Mark Meadows (D)            e-mail:   markmeadows@house.mi.gov             373-1786 

      CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

December  January February 

4— Township Board Meeting              7:00PM  
 
8— Recycling                                   9AM-3PM 

1— New Years Day                            Closed 
 
9—Parks & Recreation Meeting       7:00 PM 

5 — Township Board Meeting             7:00 PM 
 
9 — Recycling                                   9AM-3PM 

14—Parks & Recreation Meeting       7:00 PM 12—Recycling                                9AM-3PM 13— Parks & Recreation Mtg.              7:00 PM  

18—Township Board Mtg. (tent)         7:00 PM   
 
18—Planning Commission Meeting   7:30 PM   
 
24—Christmas Eve                              Closed 
 
25—Christmas                                     Closed 
 
31—New Years Eve                            Closed 

15—Planning Commission Meeting  7:30 PM 
(may change due to Primary) 
 
15—Tentative Primary Elections 
 
16—Township Board Meeting          7:00 PM 
 
22—Planning Comm.   Workshop (tent) 7:30 PM 

14— Property Tax payments due 
 
19— Township Board Mtg. (tent)         5:30 PM 
 
19— Planning Commission Mtg.          7:30 PM 
  
20—Historical Committee Meeting       4:00 PM    
 
25— Planning Comm. Workshop (tent.)      7:30 PM        
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If you haven’t had a chance to enjoy the fall colors at the Township Park lately, hopefully you have noticed all the activity going on with 
fall soccer and the upgrades made to the two ball diamonds. Dan Demitroff headed up the volunteers who worked on putting up the back 
fences and two dugout boxes. We have amazing residents who have dedicated much time and effort in creating a park for all to enjoy. 
With all the activity that has been taking place of late, the Park Committee has been looking at adding a pavilion near the sledding hill ad-
jacent to the north parking lot.  Suggestions for the pavilion ranged from a metal roof to environmentally friendly composting toilets to 
adding a fireplace for the winter.  Through the design and presentation process brought before the Township Board and Planning  
Commission, the Planning Commission recommended the Parks Master Plan be updated.  With an updated plan the Township would be 
eligible to apply for DNR grants for park improvements.   Please feel free to contact the Township with any suggestions/concerns you may 
have to be forwarded to the Parks Committee.�


